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About the artist
Daria Tchapanova is a research-led visual artist and filmmaker. Working 
across film, photography, and mixed media, her practice engages with socio- 
political themes, critically examining power imbalances and addressing 
social inequalities. With a background in Visual Arts and Anthropology, she 
develops an interdisciplinary approach that combines artistic expression 
with socio-political perspectives. Her work is primarily rooted in the field of 
the arts and often unfolds through artistic collaborations and process-based 
practices.

I work mainly in contemporary art contexts and my practice is collaborative 
and research-based. Through dialogue and exchange, I create space for 
reflection and shared perspectives. In my films different voices and 
experiences come together to explore the relationship between art and 
society through the perspective of artists.

Daria Tchapanova works and lives in Vienna, Austria. 

www.dat-art.com



28min, 2026, colour, English
The Building - A Gritty Fairytale

A Gritty Fairytale

Poster Design Franz Braun

Special thanks to
August House | META Foundation Johannesburg

Thanks for the support by
Lower Austria Art & Culture Film
Lower Austria Art & Culture Visual Arts

Team
Director Daria Tchapanova

Music Peter Zirbs
Additional Song “Gotham“ by Gift Khozo

Camera & Editing Daria Tchapanova
Mix & Additional Recording Peter Zirbs

Text & Subtitles Sara Hallatt & Daria Tchapanova
Text Editing Melisande Seebald

With August House artists & facilitators   Dustin August | Nicola 
Bouwer | Ayola Goxo | Gift Khoza | Shandré Lummis-Rabie | Bekezela 
Mabena | Kamogelo Masemola | Simon Mashapo Jr. | Nanini Mgandela 
| Khotso Motsoeneng | Alpheus Ngoepe | Sara Hallatt | David Mayers | 

Thembekile Mlilo | Kelvin Mwale
And   Italo Almeida | Melissa Haiden | Black Mabutho | Andile Mbeje | Koloti 
Moji | Maria Fidel Regueros | Mbali Tshabalala | Sky Walker | Andrew Wessels

a film by Daria Tchapanova in collaboration with 
META Foundation Johannesburg | © 2026

The Building
A Gritty Fairytale

A short documentary told from the first-person perspective about August House in 
Johannesburg—an industrial building in the inner city transformed into one of the city's 
foremost artist studio spaces. 

Blending documentary filmmaking with an artistic cinematic approach, the film portrays the 
building and its inhabitants, revealing how collective artistic practices create continuity and 
belonging. The film is both an acoustic and visual journey, centred in a place of artistic 
production. At the same time, the film reflects on broader global themes - mobility, artistic 
freedom, migration and resilience - while grounding them in a deeply local story.

Team
produced by Daria Tchapanova in collaboration 
with META Foundation

Director  | Daria Tchapanova

Camera & Editing  | Daria Tchapanova

Sound Recordings  | Peter Zirbs 

Mix & Additinal Recordings | Peter Zirbs

Text  | Sara Hallatt & Daria Tchapanova

Text Editing  | Melisande Seebald

Subtitles  | Sara Hallatt & Daria Tchapanova

With August House artists & facilitators Dustin 
August | Nicola Bouwer | Ayola Goxo | Gift Khoza 
Shandré Lummis-Rabie | Bekezela Mabena  
Kamogelo Masemola | Simon Mashapo Jr. | Nanini 
Mgandela | Khotso Motsoeneng | Alpheus Ngoepe 
Sara Hallatt | David Mayers | Thembekile Mlilo 
Kelvin Mwale

Screenings
September 2nd, 2026
The Bioscope Independent Cinema
44 Stanley Avenue, Milpark, Johannesburg
September 11th, 2026
August House, 4th floor
76 Endstreet, Doornfontein, Johannesburg
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Multiple Views explores different modes of storytelling, based on the research Sounds of 
August House (2025) and the film The Building - A Gritty Fairytale (2026).

Through photographs, video stills, collages, sketches, and a video installation, visitors are 
invited to construct their own narratives and reflect on the many ways stories can emerge 
across places, memories, and experiences. By bringing together different geographical 
locations, Multiple Views creates connections between distant contexts, encouraging 
audiences to consider how local histories resonate within broader global realities.

Multiple Views



Multiple Views
Exhibition August House as part of Contra.Joburg 2026
with the kind support by
Meta Foundation Johannesburg
Lower Austria Art & Culture Visual Arts



14:50min, 2026, colour, German
Liminal Space

The world is changing. So are we.

The inclusive dance film Liminal Space tells a story of encounter and empowerment 
through movement in space. Emerging from a dance project by the association BAA-Laa 
in collaboration with the artists Romy Kolb and Daria Tchapanova, the film shows the 
discovery and reclaiming of new spaces. People with and without disabilities explore 
their surroundings together through dance, questioning norms, thresholds, and 
boundaries along the way.

Liminal Space is a dance film about inclusion, visibility, and the power to reshape space 
for oneself and for others.

Team
produced by BBA-Laa | Behindert-Besonders Anders
Director  | Daria Tchapanova & Romy Kolb
Choreography | Romy Kolb
Camera & Editing  | Daria Tchapanova
Music & mix  | Peter Zirbs 

Screening & Events
Power24 International Film Festival
August 21.-23.2026, Durban (SA)
Nomination for Best Social Awareness Film

20 years BBA, Laa/ Thaya
June 6, 2026, Laa/ Thaya (AT)
performance & screening
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Liminal Space© Daria Tchapanova 2026






















